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August 18, 2009

RE: BILL NO. 2321 RELATING TO PLASTIC BAG REDUCTION
Aloha County Council Members:

I, personally, feel it is my kuleana to my ohana, past, present and future to speak out and
take a stand on this issue.

Those of us who come from the “Plantation Days Era” maybe saying, is this the
“Unintended Consequences” of progress? A need to introduce a Bill Relating to Plastic
Bag Reduction. Like everything else in one’s life time, choices need to be made when
one is faced with negative unintended consequences. In this case, 'PERSISTANTLY
OVERBURDENED LANDFILLS”.

Many of us can look back and realize we were raised in and practiced the Hawaiian
Culture of Malama the Aina. Nothing was wasted. Everything was RECYCLED back
then. We ate everything on our plate; no wasting was allowed. Left over food were fed to
the pigs, dogs and chickens. Grandma burned trash and mixed it in the earth to help her
organic vegetable garden. Seeds from fruits and vegetables were replanted. Their skins
and leaves were dried and mixed into the earth too (compost even then).

Here I am today, 63 years of age, still continuing to live that way and teaching our next
generation to do the same. This is nothing NEW. It saddens me to think that our next
generations will inherit this horrific burden/problems because we’re not only talking
about paper and glass, but toxic plastics, metals and including “earth friendly” light bulbs
containing mercury etc. We suggest replacing NON-biodegradeable plastic bags with
BIODEGRADEABLE PLASTIC BAGS following the example of Sueoka’s Store in
Koloa, Kauai. (Atooi).

In closing, I ask you to support and pass this bill without hesitation for the betterment of
the Community and our future generations. And, recommend our Mayor, Bernard
Carvalho, Jr. support and sign the bill that would BAN stores from distributing NON
BIODEGRADEABLE PLASTIC BAGS. Quoting Mayor Carvalho, “Together We Can”.

Mahalo,
P tpcct. LA ,&,547
Camellia Ditch-Crosby



From: roger walraven [rogerwalraven@yahoo.com]

Sent: Sunday, August 16, 2009 3:17 PM
To: Councit Testimony
Subject: Reduce the Use of Plastic Bags NOW
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Dear County Council Members,

I urge you to please support and enact bill

2321. It would be a giant step to help

reduce opala into

our landfill and save the lives of thousands of seabirds
and marine

mammals.

In 2002, the examination of a dead minke whale

that washed up

in France found more than 1700 pounds of plastic bags

and

packaging in it's stomach!!!). On average, we use a
plastic bag for 12

minutes and it will persist in the landfill for 1000 years! Plastic
bags are derived from nonrenewable petroleum and natural
gas as well as

questionable chemical additives and sometimes chlorinated
toxic

colorants. Worldwide, 500 billion to one trillion toxic
plastic bags

are consumed each year. Parts of many countries such as
India, China,

Africa, Europe, etc., disposable bag bans are in the works
or in effect.
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You have been worried about our landfill? Here's a

simple and very

effective first step! People will easily get used to

bringing their own

reusable bags and it will give them something to feel good about doing
their part.
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Now, do your part.
Sincerely, Roger Walraven
P.O. Box 1186 Lawail, Hi 96765
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On Earth Day 2008, mega-
grocer Whole Foods Market
became the first U.S.

body+soul | wholeliving.co

. supermarket to eliminate
Each high-quality reusablc bag disposable plastic bags. The
has the potential to eliminate decision has helped curb Worldwide, we consume
hundreds, if not thousands, of the use of approximately 100 roughly 500 billion to one
plastic bags during its lifetime. miltion new plastic bags. trillion plastic bags each \
year, or about a miflion bags

per minute. Americans
alone use an estimated 100
billion plastic shopping

bags annually—the equiva-
lent of 12 million barrels of
; In 2002, Ireland was the first o0il—99 percent of which
e 2 country to establishatax (15 goes straight to the landfill.

v g cents per bag) on plastic-bag
i use, The law led to a 90 per- =

cent drop in consumption, or { PlaStlc }
. abiltion fewer bags annually,
L. and more than four miitian
L e gallons of oif saved. (The tax
4 atso raised almost $10 mil-
lion, which the country set

On average, weusea

plastic bag for 12 minutes;
it will persist in the landfili
for 1,000 years, according

v aside for a “green” fund.) to some estimates.
" & In parts of Australia, Africa,
Europe, North Amerlca,
India, Bhutan, Bangladesh,
China, Pakistan, and Tai-
= wan, disposable-bag bans More than a million sea birds
S Grocery bags come from a type and fees are in effect orin and 100,000 marine mammals
of plastic known as polyethyl- the works—with potential- . dieeveryyear from ingesting or
S ene, derived from nonrenew- ly monumental results. getting caught in marine debris, 5
able petroleum and natural China’s 2008 ban, for in- much of which comprises plas- i
gas, plus questionable chemi- stance, was enacted to rein | tichags.In 2002, the examina-
cal additives. And, as with the in what some calculated * | tion ofa dead minke whate that
manufacture of paper bags, was a three-bilfion-plastic- | had washed up on the coast
[ plastic-bag makers sometimes bags-per-day habit. | of France found more than E
: . use toxic chlorinated colorants | 1,700 pounds of plastic bags -
1 to dye their disposable totes, RN and packaglng in its stomach.




As of last March, Westport, Connecti-
cut, mandates that paper bags used
at retail-store checkout lines must
contain at least 40 percent postcon-
sumer recycled content. (In 2008, the
city was also the first east of the Mis-
sissippi to ban plastic bags.)

One mature tree absorbs about
13 pounds of carbon dioxide per
year. Every ton of wood grown
in a forest removes 1.47 tons of
carbon dioxide, replacing it with
1.07 tons of oxygen.

" Yes, disposable bags are
convenient, but at what
_cost? Learn what some

LY

‘groups have done to

eut down on paper and

plastic—and why you
hould BY.O.B. (bag)

the next time you shop

by R

D L R R

EBECCA G. DORR

Manufacturers sometimes
use aluminum sulfate, a
suspected reproductive
We recycleonly 10to 15 ¥ | toxin, to make paper. More-
percentofour paperbags. | | ©oventogivepaperbagsa
Paper is the number one 75 consistent color, the fac-
material found in America’s | | toryrelies on dyes which
municipal solid waste. - | containamishmash of

(Plastics come in fourth.) | chemicals that can include
| chlorine, associated with

the release of dangerous
toxins known as dioxins.

Paper bags require trees—
lots of them. In 1999,

about 14 million were
felled to make the 10 bil-
lion grocery bags that

Even switching to
Americans used that year.

recycled-paper bags
can make a difference.
Besides saving trees,
producing recycled paper
creates 74 percent less
sl poliution and 35 per- often has no access to the
cent less water pollution light or oxygen it needs to
than producing paper \ break down. When bags
from virgin materials. do biodegrade, they pro-
duce methane, a potent
greenhouse gas.

Paper piled in landfills

About eight in 10 U.S. paper mills
are now equipped to use paper
collected from recycling programs.
While most mills still rely on virgin
materials, many have factored
recycled material into their regular

paper-grade recipes.




From: Kathieen Luiten [kluiten@msn.com]
Sent: Sunday, August 16, 2009 9:58 AM
To: Council Testimony

Subject: Testimony for Bill 2321

Living on an island makes all of us aware of the importance of maintaining our environment and reducing
waste. Being surround by the ocean makes us even more aware of how trash travels as we see the evidence
wash up on our beaches. With tourism as a major industry for our island we experience the environmental
stress of even more excess packaging and "throw away" consumerism.

Kauai should pass Bill 2321 to Reduce Plastic Bag usage on our island. It is good for us, good for our land, our
ocean and our world. Please lead the way and help our people learn how easily we can reduce, reuse and
recycle!

Mahalo,
Kathleen Luiten
Princeville

8/17/2009



From: David H Dinner [gentlewaver@gmail.com]

Sent: Sunday, August 16, 2009 1:48 PM
To: Council Testimony
Subject: Bill 2321 - Plastic Bag Reduction Ordinance

Dear Council members

Please lead the way in Hawaii by banning plastic bags and let's
continue to clean up the Island and our shores. Mahalo for your
consideration.

Aloha
David Dinner
Kilauea



From: Courtneys [courtney@ahighervision.org]
Sent:  Sunday, August 16, 2009 10:40 AM

To: Council Testimony

Subject: Bill 2321Plastic Bag Replacement

Aloha Council Members -

Sending a quick note in support of this Ordinance. [ like the analogy of how we keep our homes free of trash and how our island is a home
(a finite piece of aina) and we need to do take special steps in order to help protect it. While I understand this ordinance is not going to
keep us from using plastic for our trash it will substantially reduce the waste into the current landfill and help is a small way to prolong its
life.

We have added additional containers in our yard to begin our recycling program. [ believe that is what is being asked of each of us.
Do not think of recycling as a huge project. Start with our homes. You are supplying us with the disposal sites to keep our containers
empty. If the marketing of recycling was focused on starting at home. In fact how about a slogan, "Recycling begins at home."

Please take this small step in passing this ordinance and think about how marketing that makes recycling sound easy and how much we can
save on our budgets. A huge problem like a landfill is not going to be solved in a big bite. Individual buy in will make it happen. Like a
speed limit controls traffic, laws that encourage individual compliance with recycling will control our trash.

Bob Courtney

Lihue
647-0283

8/17/2009



From: DianalLaBedz@aol.com

Sent:  Sunday, August 16, 2009 10:41 AM

To: Council Testimony

Subject: Bill 2321

For the health of Kauai Island, | urge you to support

Bill 2321 - Plastic Bag Reduction Ordinance

Thank you for caring. ~Diana LaBedz

8/17/2009



From: reaglepeak@gmail.com

Sent:  Sunday, August 16, 2009 12:49 PM

To: Council Testimony

Subject: Bill 2321 - Plastic Bag Reduction Ordininance

Dear council members,

I urge you to please take bill 2321 very seriously. It would be a giant step to help reduce opala into our landfill and
save the lives of thousands of seabirds and marine mammals. (In 2002, the examination of a dead minke whale that
washed up in France, they found more than 1700 pounds of plastic bags and packaging in it's stomach!!!). On
average, we use a plastic bag for 12 minutes and it will persist in the landfill for 1000 years! Plastic bags are
derived from nonrenewable petroleum and natural gas as well as questionable chemical additives and sometimes
chlorinated toxic colorants. Worldwide, 500 billion to one trillion toxic plastic bags are consumed each year. Parts
of many countries such as India, China, Africa, Europe, etc., disposable bag bans are in the works or in effect.

You have been worried about our landfill? Here's a simple and very effective first step! People will easily get used
to bringing their own reusable bags and it will give them something to feel good about doing their part.

Please set a good example and do your part.
Sincerely,
Rita Peeters

P.O. Box 938
Waimea, HI 96796

8/17/2009



From: Sylvia Partridge [sylpartridge@yahoo.com]
Sent: Sunday, August 16, 2009 1:39 PM

To: Council Testimony

Subiject: Bill 2321 - Plastic Bag Reduction Ordinance

I am testifying in favor of a complete ban of plastic bags. The harm done by plastic bags, decomposed and floating
in hundreds of square miles of ocean, is obvious and known and deadly to the health of marine life and our planet.
Using only biodegradable or cloth bags would help us all. Please pass this ordinance!

Sylvia Partridge
808-826-4020
808-635-6415
www.sylviapartridge.com

8/17/2009



From: Slverity@aol.com

Sent:  Sunday, August 16, 2009 10:02 PM

To: Council Testimony

Subject: Bill 2321 Plastic Bag Reduction Ordinance

I am old enough to remember when we used paper bags to collect household garbage which when
full were moved to the garbage can and taken away on garbage collection day. Lately I've become
accustomed to using plastic bags to collect household garbage and discard them on garbage pick
up day.

Well, the other day I took a load from the garden to the green waste site in Kapaa and noticed
something peculiar. One only needs to visit the green waste site in Kapaa to understand the life
of a plastic bag. This site was a former garbage waste site and poking out of the ground at
several levels are traces of plastic bags. It became obvious to me that plastic bags are damaging
to our land because they live on forever. There were no signs of the paper bags. If we can
reduce the availability of plastic bags, perhaps we can help reduce the abuse of our land and
teach our children and grandchildren better waste management.

Please pass bill 2321.
Sharon Verity

1328 Kiowai Place
Kapaa, HI 96746

8/17/2009



From: Cheryl Hotta [cherylhotta@rocketmail.com]
Sent:  Sunday, August 16, 2009 8:26 PM

To: Council Testimony

Cc: Rita

Subiject: Bill 2321 - Plastic Bag Reduction Ordinance

Dear Council Members,
I am asking you to pass Bill 2321 - Plastic Bag Reduction Ordinance. WE DON'T NEED MORE LANDFILLS!

Unleash your highest potential and chant Nam myoho renge kyo.
Ut aka Cheryl Hotta

8/17/2009



SIFRRA Kauai Group of the Hawai'i Chapter
CLUB  PostOffice Box 3412, Lihu'e, Kaua'i, Hawai'i, 9766

August 18, 2009

Kauai County Council

4396 Rice Street, Suite 206
Lihue, HI 96766

Re: Bill 2321, Related to Plastic Bag Reduction

Aloha Councilmembers:

The Kaua'i Group of the Hawai'i Chapter Sierra Club is in support of the Plastic Bag
Reduction Bill # 2321. The proposed measure would not only reduce the production, use
and waste of petroleum-based plastic bags but also addresses the solid waste problem
presently perplexing the County.

Oil-based plastic bag use should be significantly curtailed. Consider:

¢ Plastic bags contribute to litter and pose a threat to avian and marine life in
Hawali'i, the endangered species capital of the world;

¢ Plastic bags are manufactured from a polluting resource that is becoming
increasingly scarce;

e Plastic bags contribute to a growing trash problem on the island and foil the
county's waste diversion efforts;

e Americans throw away nearly 100 billion plastic bags each year with less than 1
percent of plastic bags being recycled.

Consider also a recent study conducted in Seattle concluded that approximately 1,650
tons of plastic bags were put into their landfill annually. The net cost to Seattle and
ratepayers of collecting, transferring and disposing of waste was calculated to be
approximately $121 per ton or approximately $200,000 at public expense for plastic
grocery bags alone.

Plastic bags are an expense that can be avoided and alternatives promoted. In addition,
plastic bags tax our economy and environment when they are littered or placed in our
overflowing landfills.

The plastic bag bill before you recognizes the critical issues at stake for our environment
and encourages consumers to take responsible, proactive action. This bill is reasonable
in the alternatives that it allows and in it's implementation date mid-next year, giving
merchants and customers more than enough time to prepare for the transition. The
Kaua'i Group of the Sierra Club supports expeditious passage of this Plastic Bag
Reduction Bill # 2321 in current form.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Judy Dalton and Brad Parsons
Kaua'i Group Sierra Club Executive Committee members



SIERRA Kauai Group of the Hawai'i Chapter
| CLUB Post Office Box 3412, Lihu'e, Kaua'i, Hawai'i, 96766

Kauai County Council
4396 Rice Street, Suite 206
Lihue, HI 96766
August 19, 2009

Re: Bill 2321, Related to Plastic Bag Reduction
Aloha Councilmembers:

The Kaua'i Group of the Hawai'i Chapter Sierra Club is in support of the Plastic Bag
Reduction Bill # 2321. The proposed measure would not only reduce the production, use
and waste of petroleum-based plastic bags but also addresses the solid waste problem
presently perplexing the County.

Oil-based plastic bag use should be significantly curtailed. Consider:

* Plastic bags contribute to litter and pose a threat to avian and marine life in
Hawai'i, the endangered species capital of the world;

e Plastic bags are manufactured from a polluting resource that is becoming
increasingly scarce;

e Plastic bags contribute to a growing trash problem on the island and foil the
county's waste diversion efforts;

e Americans throw away nearly 100 billion plastic bags each year with less than 1
percent of plastic bags being recycled.

Consider also a recent study conducted in Seattle concluded that approximately 1,650
tons of plastic bags were put into their landfill annually. The net cost to Seattle and
ratepayers of collecting, transferring and disposing of waste was calculated to be
approximately $121 per ton or approximately $200,000 at public expense for plastic
grocery bags alone.

Plastic bags are an expense that can be avoided and alternatives promoted. In addition,
plastic bags tax our economy and environment when they are littered or placed in our
overflowing landfills.

The plastic bag bill before you recognizes the critical issues at stake for our environment
and encourages consumers to take responsible, proactive action. This bill is reasonable
in the alternatives that it allows and in it's implementation date mid-next year, giving
merchants and customers more than enough time to prepare for the transition. The
Kaua'i Group of the Sierra Club supports expeditious passage of this Plastic Bag
Reduction Bill # 2321 in current form.

Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony.

Kaua'i Group Sierra Club Executive Committee members Judy Dalton and Brad Parsons






