COUNCIL MEETING
FEBRUARY 27, 2008

The Council Meeting of the Council of the County of Kaua‘i was called to
order by the Council Chair at the Council Chambers, Historic County
Building, 4396 Rice Street, Room 201, Lihu‘e, Kaua‘i, on Wednesday,
February 27, 2008 at 9:37 a.m., after which the following members answered the
call of the roll:

Honorable Tim Bynum

Honorable Jay Furfaro

Honorable Shaylene Iseri-Carvalho (excused from 5:15 p.m.)
Honorable Ronald Kouchi

Honorable Mel Rapozo (excused from 6:44 p.m.)

Honorable JoAnn A. Yukimura

Honorable Bill “Kaipo” Asing, Council Chair

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

Mr. Rapozo moved for approval of the agenda as circulated, seconded by
Mr. Furfaro, and unanimously carried.

MINUTES of the following meetings of the Council:

Public Hearing of February 13, 2008 re: Bill No. 2250 and Bill No. 2251

Mr. Furfaro moved for approval of the minutes as circulated, seconded by
Mr. Kouchi, and unanimously carried.

C 2008-47 Communication (01/02/2008) from the Director of Economic
Development, requesting agenda time for the Hawai‘i 2050 Sustainability Task
Force to give a presentation:

BILL “KAIPO” ASING, COUNCIL CHAIR: With that, what I would like to
do is suspend the rules.

There being no objections, the rules were suspended.

Chair Asing: Beth, I am not sure how you want to handle this.

BETH TOKIOKA, DIRECTOR OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: Thank
you Mr. Chair and Councilmembers. My name is Beth Tokioka and I am the

Director of the Office of Economic Development. We appreciate the time this
morning to be able to present a report on the Hawai‘i 2050 Sustainability Plan. I
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am very pleased to introduce Senator Russell Kokubun who has come over here
today to be with us. He was the Chair of the 2050 Sustainability Task Force and our
leader through this effort. I am going to turn it over to Senator Kokubun to say
some opening remarks.

SENATOR RUSSELL KOKUBUN: Aloha.

Chair Asing: Senator, before we start, I just want to... for
Councilmembers and members of the public, I had the opportunity to serve with
Russell when Russell was with the County Council on the island of Hawai‘i where
he resides. I just want to give you a little bit of background because many times,
who is this guy? I mean what does he know, does he have any experience, and I
know Russell. I served with Russell and he was also the County Council Chair in
1988 to 1992. He was appointed Executive Assistant to the Mayor (County of
Hawai‘i) in 1995. He was also the Deputy Planning Director from 1997 to 2000 and
he has been a Senator since 2000. So... on top of that, Russell is a farmer. I don’t
know if you still farming, you kind of gave that up, but I know when we were on the
Council together in the early days, I know that Russell was a farmer. With that,
Russell, thank you. So you don’t have anybody who is talking to us from a chair in
an office with no background. With that, Russell?

Senator Kokubun: Mahalo Chairman. Yes, it is wonderful to be here with all
of you. I know I have served with many of you in various capacities, so it is always
a pleasure to come back to Kaua‘i. On behalf of the 2050 Sustainability Task Force,
I want to thank you for this opportunity just to share what we have accomplished
which I think is a wonderful thing for the State of Hawai‘i. Yes, as a fellow
neighbor islander, considering the urban center of Honolulu, it was really important
for this plan to really reflect, in particular, the perspective of the entire State. So it
was really important that we had terrific participation by the neighbor islands and I
want to tell you personally that the task force members from Kaua‘i played a key
role in helping us move this plan forward. Beth, of course, has been outstanding
from the very beginning. Ian Costa, your Planning Director, has also participated
from the beginning. Mike Tresler who is here in the audience today is an active
member of our task force as well. And previously, Donald Fujimoto was also a very
wonderful participant in this effort from Kaua‘i. But I know sustainability is not
something new for this island and its residents. You know, there are many
exercises and many efforts going on right now to think about the long term future.
Frankly, my role in looking at the long term future really stem from my work as a
Councilman because the General Plan is such a key policy document for every
County. What it does is, in my opinion, really takes a forward looking projection on
what the County should be.

At the State, we have the State plan which was adopted back in the early 80’s
and late 70’s. That was an outstanding document too, but, you know, like many of
our documents, they are not dynamic and they need to have a group like yourselves
with the County General Plan keeping that effort alive and moving forward and
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implemented. For those reasons and from my experience on the County Council, as
we were putting this matter together or this sustainability plan, it was really
important for me to be sure that this was not going to end up like many typical
planning documents or great vision, wonderful projections at the moment in time,
but many times they get renegaded to the shelf and are not useful documents. So
that was the challenge for us in this. The other thing that I think from my County
Council perspective, it was so important for this was that this really needed to be a
grassroots efforts. You know, the County government is the closest to the people.
There is no question in my mind about that. We function in Honolulu and, you
know, many of your Senators and your Representatives do business in Honolulu to
take care of their legislative responsibilities. But it is really the opportunity to
come back to your home island and interact with the people that really helps to
drive this at their decision making. So that is why it was so important for me to be
sure that we were very inclusive and that truly represented, you know, the State
perspective. Now let me just very quickly tell you that the sustainability task force
was made up of 25 members. There were three (3) members from each of the
counties appointed by the Mayors, and a number of other representatives
throughout the State. I think it was really critical that we had this kind of
connection to each island and it was important for us to conduct all of our meetings
and try to get participation as much a possible from everyone throughout the State.
I think we were successful in that regard because the community engagement piece,
the community outreach piece was critical to all of this.

You know, we had direct participation from more than 10,000 people across
the State. We had a number of community meetings (I think 36 in all), and those
were just the formal community meetings. There were many informal meetings that
were going on as well. So there were many opportunities for us to get input and
that is why I feel that this really represents the people’s plans. This is something
that we and State government have helped to implement and put together and
organize, but it was truly a reflection of the people’s perspectives. I think that is
what is so important about this because this idea about thinking about the
preferred future and the long range future of Hawai‘i is top of mind for many, many
people. Whether it is because of the global influence that we have or the global
factors that are influencing our society today like the price of oil, like the fact that
we are importing most of our food products are so dependent on outside resources
for many of our needs. I think there was a driving force to really take a look at how
we can, in fact, become more self sufficient. The other issue too, though, is that
there is a sense of community in Hawai‘i that we want to capture. This place is so
unique and, of course, each County has their own set of community standards. But,
overall, this concept of the aloha spirit, the fact that we work together and we help
each other, these values need to be captured and retained and we need to do all that
we can to be sure that happens.

So the people invested their time and effort to put this plan together and now
they want to see some leadership on the part of government, private sector, and the
community themselves in terms of carrying this forward. With that, I am very, very




