' COUNCIL MEETING
February 11, 2009

The Council Meeting of the Council of the County of Kaua‘i was called to
" order by the Council Chair at the Council Chambers, Historic County
Building, 4396 Rice Street, Room 201, Lihu‘e, Kaua‘i, on Wednesday,
February 11, 2009 at 9:11 a.m., after which the followmg members answered the
call of the roll _
, N
Honorable Tim Bynum ' <
Honorable Dickie Chang ‘
Honorable Jay Furfaro
Honorable Daryl W. Kaneshiro .
Honorable Lani T. Kawahara
Honorable Derek S.K. Kawakami v
-Honorable Bill “Kaipo” Asing, Council Chair

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

Mr. Bynum moved for approval of the agenda as c1rculated seconded by
Mr Kawakami, and unanimously carried.

MINUTES of the following meetings of the Council: -

Special Council Meetmg of January 27, 2009 (Interv1ews)
Council Meetmg of January 28, 2009 -

Mr. Kaneshiro moved for appr()val of the minutes as circulate;l,v seconded by
Mr. Kawakami, and unanimously carried.

Chair Asing: ' Next item please?

ERNIE PASION, DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK Let’s go to page 3 and take
Resolution No. 2009 27. ‘

Resolution No. 2009-27, RESOLUTION CONFIRMING MAYORAL

APPOINTMENT TO THE POLICE COMMISSION (Charles Iona, First Term):
Mr. Bynum ‘moved to adopt Resolution No. 2009-27, seconded by Mr. Kaneshiro.

Chair Asing: ~ We have Mr. Iona here. Congratulatlons and do you want
to say anything or I will leave it up to you.

There being no obJect1ons, the rules were suspended.
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CHARLES IONA: Thank you Councilmembers. Good morning. On
behalf of myself and my family, I'd like to say thank you very much for your vote of
confidence. As I said the last time, my whole goal is to serve our community and I
believe that there needs to be a balance both with the community as well as the
Police Department and that is my goal to serve both to the best that I can. Thank
you very much.

Chair Asing: Thank you. I appreciate it. Councilmember Furfaro?

Mr. Furfaro: Yes, I just want to thank Charles. During the interview
process for your candidness and openness through that process and I will be
supporting you today when we take the roll call vote. But it is appropriate to say
thank you for your candidness and because of that spirit of aloha and openness, I
am sure that you will make an excellent Commissioner.

Mr. Iona: Thank you very much Sir.

Chair Asing: . Thank you. With that, I'd like to call the meeting back to
order. .

The meeting was called back to order, and proceeded as follows:
Chair Asing: Is there any discussion? If not, roll call please.

The motion to adopt Resolution No. 2009-27 was then put, and carried by the
following vote:

FOR ADOPTION: Bynum, Chang, Furfaro, Kaneshiro,
Kawahara, Kawakami, Asmg TOTAL -7,
AGAINST ADOPTION: None , TOTAL - 0,
EXCUSED & NOT VOTING: None TOTAL - 0.
Chair Asing: Again, congratulations. With that, can we go back to the
first page? '
Mr. Passion: Communications for receipt, communication C 2009-76.

C 2009-76 Communication (01/16/2009) from Jay Furfaro, Council Vice
Chair, requesting that the Administration be present to give an update on the
status of retaining an Interior Space Programming Consultant for vacant interior
areas within the Pi‘ikoi Building for the potential relocation of the Kaua‘i Historic
Society into the Pi‘ikoi Building:

Mr. Furfaro: Mr. Chair, since this is my communication and after
meeting with the Administration yesterday on specifics about some of the scope for
the historic building, I have concurred with Mr. Heu that they need an additional
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two (2) weeks to come, but no more than two (2) weeks to give us an update
- considering the new items and the scope that was brought to their attention, so I
am asking if we can defer.

Chair Asing: - With that, can Ivhave a motion to defer?

Mr. Bynum moved to defer C 2009-76, seconded by Mr. Furfaro and unammously
carried. ‘

Chair Asing: = Ibelieve we have...

Mr. Pasion: Let’s go td page 4, bills for second reading.
BILLS FOR SECOND READING:

Bill No. 2295 A BILL FOR AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 8,
KAUAT COUNTY CODE 1987, RELATING TO ZONING DESIGNATION IN
POIPU, KAUAY (Richard E. Fuller Jr., et al., Applicant):

Mr. Kaneshiro: I do have an amendment and it is basically an
amendment for clarification and I will explain that after we make the motlon to
approve the bill as is.

Mr. Kaneshiro moved to approve Bill No. 2295 on second and final reading, and that
it be transmitted to the Mayor for his approval, seconded by Mr. Kawakami. -

Mr. Kaneshiro: As circulated, all members have in front of them as
circulated. Basically, it is real simple and we are just taking out gutters.
Technically, we met with Public Works and found out that actually there are no...
on Lawa‘i Road for drainage as such where gutters would drain out and so forth. So
it is just a technical error and I just wanted to point that out. Other than that, we
clarified with Public Works and the amendment... I would like to have this
amended. '

Mr. Kaneshiro moved to amend Bill No. 2295 as c1rculated seconded by
Mr. Furfaro.

Chair Asing: - | Any discussion? Councilmember Furfaro?

Mr. Furfaro: v First of all, I want to thank Councilman Kaneshiro
for, you know, this item 4 is somewhat of a template of the particular pieces, and no
way does it deal with the actual construction of curbs and sidewalks in that
particular area. I would like to also make note that the fact of the matter that this
is still subject to... after the zoning changes, it.is still subject to reviews and
permitting when it is actually built. So we have additional time and this work has
to be done and regulated according to the American Disabilities Act. I want to
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thank Councilmember Kaneshiro who is a member of my committee that caught
that and since I cannot introduce it, I have to go to a Committee member. Thank
you Mr. Kaneshiro.

Chair Asing: Thank you. Any further discussion on the
amendment? If not, all those in favor say aye?

The motion to amend Bill No. 2295 was then put, and unanimously carried.

Chair Asing: We are back to the main motion as amended. Is
there any further discussion? If not, roll call please.

The motion to approve Bill No. 2295 as amended was then put, and carried by the
following vote:

FOR ADOPTION: Bynum, Chang, Furfaro, Kaneshiro,

. Kawahara, Kawakami, Asing TOTAL -7,
AGAINST ADOPTION: None TOTAL -0,
EXCUSED & NOT VOTING: None TOTAL - 0.

Mr. Pasion: - Let’s go back to page 1 which is communication
C 2009-717.

C 2009-77 Communication (01/16/2009) from Jay Furfaro, Council Vice
Chair, requesting that the Administration be present to provide an update on the
efforts to address the flooding situation at Po‘ipu Beach Park which should include,
but not be limited to, short-term and long-term recommendations to mitigate future
flooding in the lifeguard area, parking lot, and on County roads in the surrounding
area, as well as funding requirements to address this problem:

Chair Asing: With that, I would like to suspend the rules.
There being no objections, the rules were suspended.

Chair Asing: We have Kylan from the Parks Department. With
that, Kylan?

KYLAN DELA CRUZ, DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF PARKS & RECREATION: I
have a slide show to present. Okay, just to update you on the situation that we
have here at Po‘ipit Beach Park area. If you look... this is Hoowili Road... this road
that comes from Po‘ipt Road up here, it comes down towards the beach park,
Hoowili Road, and this is Hoone Road that parallels the beach front. The area in
question that we are talking about is... as you enter off of Hoowili Road, there is a
ponding area here that actually is meant to take in excess water in an event of a
rain. But, often, this area there floods, and then results in the flooding of this
parking lot here. We will have more photos just to show you where the flood area is
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at. Now there is the other question on the communication as it pertains to the
lifeguard tower... it is around this area. There is no known area that I... known
record that I am aware of any flooding in that area. The other area of concern is at
the Brennecke... where the Brennecke Restaurant is at here. There is a swale on
the eastside of the restaurant that we are still trying to find out... we are doing an
assessment... there was a... in the past, a culvert, but there is no written... there is
no plan as far as a design plan of a culvert of any existing culvert that was placed
there. So we are still looking to that issue, so now the area of concern is this area
here, the flooding, and then th1s area here, this parking lot flooding.

This is just from the December flood from the high rain and winds. This is
the... were taken off of Hoowili Road looking towards the Marriott. The Marriott is
in the background here. This is Hoowili Road and we are looking directly into the
pond and in the background here is the parking lot. This is another view, pond,
parking lot. This is.another angle. This is the... as soon as you enter the parking lot
from Hoowili Road is basically about 40 feet in from the entryway where we
establish this flood signs.

Now this is Hoone Road and it parallels the beach park. This is the entryway
into the parking lot. As you can see, if you... inward from the entryway is the flood.
That is another picture. This is the Marriott here. This is the parking lot. Again,
the area of concern is to these two (2) areas. This is basically just to give you a...
you know, this issue is not an issue that just recently occurred. It has been a
problem over some years now. The parking lot was constructed on or about the mid
80’s. In this case here, the flood period was between December 11 and the 16th, Now
up to the 31st, there was still intermittent rain that still exacerbated the flooding
situation. December 19, the declaration for emergency by the Mayor and so forth.
So this area was identified as a disaster area. Okay, December 24, we had meetings
previously and we started... we began doing an emergency procurement to... we
don’t have any funding that was set aside for this, so we had to find some funding,
so we could move it to do this work here. Basically, Aqua Engineers, from the
period of December 24 to 31 assisted in pumping out the water and they had a pre-
designated area where they discharged the water on Mokuleia where it was already
approved by the Department of Health. Okay, this is just an example of the water
pump truck by Aqua Engineers over here pumping the water.

Okay, the cost of that contract work was roughly $12,833. Funding sources...
we did an emergency procurement, so we just basically moved some funds to do this
work. In FEMA, we provided the Civil Defense Agency with the list of potential
FEMA projects... actually, where we could potentially have funding through FEMA
and the Community Development Block Grant basically under the urgent need
category, we applied for this CDBG moneys to see if we can get any type of funding
from that. Okay, some of the issues with the flooding problem and this is based off
the meetings that we had in the past discussing the issues was in adequate
drainage. This area here is the lowest end point of the... this lowest area, so
obviously, how the water flows into this area in the parking lot area. So this is a
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continuous problem whenever there is heavy rains. Re-establishing drainage canal
culvert... basically, I was talking about the swale in between Brennecke Beach and
Po‘ipti Beach Park. We don’t know what the extent of that... underneath whether
the culvert goes all the way to the high watermark or if it discontinues midway
through the beach park. We don’t know what the status on that is because there is
no plans that we are aware of up to this point as far as determining that.

Construction of seepage drainage pits... basically, some of the consultants
that we discussed this with recommended that we do some sort of seepage pits or
drainage seepage pits, but the problem with this is that adjacent to the parking lot,
Marriott has individual seepage pits already established, but the capacity for the
amount of rain that goes there is not adequate. So for us to consider drainage
seepage pits for the parking lot may increase water capacity, but most likely may
not resolve the flooding issue. Of course, water pump to other areas... what I mean
by this is that we had discussed about pumping the water across Hoowili Road into
the area behind the parking lot, but then there is obvious issues dealing with heiau
being back there as well as if we was to pump the water in there, there is some
drainage that goes... that eventually leads right back to that pond, so there is no
reason to pump it across the road because of those reasons. Of course, improving
the existing pond... there are rocks and there is a little ledge around the pond, but
it is not consistent around the pond... we were discussing about providing some sort
of barrier, having some consultant work to design a plan to make sure that, you
know, to see if we could improve the pond to increase water capacity. But, you
know, this is a wetland area that we are aware of, so we have to see how we can do
a win/win situation if we do choose to go this route and improve the pond to increase
water capacity, because there are some times that there may be times when this is
not a flood warning (it is less than a flood warning) and there is enough rain to flood
the pond as well as the parking lot. By increasing the capacity in the pond, we can
hopefully alleviate situations less than a flood warning and pump the water into the
pond. And establish an additional parking lot... we also have been discussing about
maybe establishing a parking lot above the pond, north of the pond, but we know
that there is a outdoor stage there that may pose some community concerns, but we
are looking into that issue also as well.

So the courses of action, short term... in the event of a flood warning or
greater, that is determined by the Civil Defense Administrator and also clearing it
through a verbal clearing from Army Corp of Engineers as well as Department of
Health, we are allowed to pump the water, and this is, again, flood water or
drainage water from the area of the flood to the high watermark towards the beach.
Okay, and we are still pending a written confirmation on that issue. But in the
event of a flood warning or greater, we will notify the lifeguards of the actions. The
lifeguards... it is important to notify the lifeguards in that anytime there is any
type of discharge in the water, the lifeguards there notifies the Department of
Health, so they can test the quality of the water to make sure that it is safe for the
users of the beach. Again, in the event of the flood, we place caution signs, road
closure signs as needed. Currently, we have worked out the issue with the
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Department of Public Works to utilize three (3)... two (2), three (3) inch water pipes
as three (3) inch is basically the diameter of the waterlines to pump it to the
discharge point at the high watermark in Po‘ipu Beach. And then also the short
term actions is also to try to improve the existing pond.

‘Long term discussions are still ongoing. We still have to find out as to the
culvert issue, the parking lot issue, and other potential issues. We also discuss
issues with a potential injection well over there, but, again, this does come with a
cost, so-we still have to develop this specific feasible courses of action at a later
time. This year is an example of... this is a photo of the March 17, the 40 day rain,
so you can... and this is the same parking lot. It was much worse than the situation
we had in December, but this is an ongoing problem here, and we are well aware of
the situation. It is just a matter of how we are going to address this situation.
That concludes the shdeshow

f Chair Asing: - With that Counc11members, any comments or
questions for Kylan? Councilmember Furfaro? ’

Mr. Furfaro: - Yes, Kylan, first of all, thank you very much for the
presentation and the archive of photographs that you presented. I also want to
thank the people at Aqua Engineers for their assistance in using their pump trucks
and so forth, and I know that Councilmember Kawahara was very close to this

situation with Public Works and Parks & Recreation. So, first and foremost, let’s

just say thank you for your response. My history with this project goes back to
when I was the manager of Sheraton Kaua‘i. We kept on seeing the long term
issues coming up where, in fact, we saw in several portions of your presentation
that one of the long term solutions that everybody agreed on that perhaps the
existing parking lot could be used as a retention basin. Long term, we should plan
to have a elevated public parking lot about three (3) foot off the ground, four (4) foot
~off the ground where people can... even after the rain, people can come and enjoy
the park and the retention basin would, in fact, hold water until such time that
either these lift pumps can be connected to a tanker like Aqua Engineer or we can
redirect it. But as you even saw in your presentation, that consistently comes up
improving the pond, the loss of parking, and I think that solution was addressed
back in... I was the manager in ’82 to ’85, so I think it was addressed in the early
‘80’s when they expanded the park. That was one of the features and I was hoping
that is still on the radar screen, this possibility of constructing a retention pond
with an elevated parking level.

Mr. Dela Cruz: That has been in discussion.

~ Mr. Furfaro: ' And I think that has been the discussion as an -
option with FEMA. I can also say to you that it is an ongoing issue that we need to
pay some urgent attention to and perhaps we can work out a contract with Aqua or
someone with pump trucks. So maybe the short term response is a little quicker, so
we don’t have sitting water for a long period of time. I am not going to attempt to
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be an engineer here, but consistently, building permanent lift pumps, expanding a
retention basin, elevating a parking lot three (3) to four (4) feet, all seem to keep
coming up on the radar screen after the last 20 years. Short term, I think it was
about six (6) days that the water really sat before we were able to get it all
disbursed. But I think we need to have a quicker plan for public safety and public
access to the beach. Ultimately, retaining water is far better than letting it go in
the ocean. Quite frankly, it is probably illegal anyway.

Mr. Dela Cruz: Well, Public Works did contact DOH about that
issue and in the event of a flood warning or greater, we were allowed to discharge
water above the high watermark.

Mr. Furfaro: Well, that is nice to hear that exist. Now on the
funding side of it, we do, for emergencies, have a small reserve of... the Finance
Director, Mr. Rezentes, could access for these types of things, but I would suggest
that maybe we talk to another pumping company or Aqua and see if we can work
out a particular response contract, so the response is quicker. I really don’t have
anymore to say other than the fact that we should lean to the Federal government
on maybe a long term solution for public access and I wanted to thank you again for
your quick response. I do acknowledge that I talked to Councilwoman Kawahara
from the Big Island that she was involved with talking to your groups, and thank
you very much for receiving queries, and responding. That is all that I have. Thank
you Mr. Chair.

Chair Asing: Thank you. Councilmember Bynum?

Mr. Bynum: I believe this parking lot was established with the
construction of the Wai‘ohai... the reconstruction of the Wai‘ohai, is that correct?

Mr. Dela Cruz: I am not aware of that.

Mr. Bynum: So you didn’t look back at... I mean, generally, it is

kind of like an known flood area and I believe that parking lot was constructed
when the Wai‘ohai was reconstructed. That was part of the conditions, so wouldn’t
there be someone at engineering that, you know, that... when you create a parking
lot, you have to get it reviewed for flood issues and did you look at those kinds of
documents about historically what was...

Mr. Dela Cruz: We discussed that with Planning and, you know,
but I don’t know what was decided then... I am just more concerned about what is
the issue now and I concur about moving forward, but I would be interested in
knowing when the parking lot was constructed, was it reviewed, was there
recommendations, because we have seen other areas in this area where a parking
lot had to be constructed... elevated to allow... to retain water underneath and, so
maybe I will send a communication over, but I would like to know when the parking
lot was constructed and if that was reviewed, it was signed off, if there was any
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recommendations about dealing with the flooding. Because whenever you hard
(inaudible) you have to look at that issue. I believe previously that there may have -
been parking there, but it wasn’t paved over. So when you mentioned releasing...
‘pumping water makai towards the beach and I don’t know if we... in Po‘ipu Beach
Park... off to one side, a large pile of boulders.

Mr. Dela Cruz: | And that is the point of discharge.

Mr. Bynum: : And one of the issues there is about why those
boulders are in our park and how did they get there and will they ever be removed.
So I know I was there yesterday and lifeguards were concerned about that idea and
have discussed that with them several times over the years about why... because
that could be usable park space, but there is a big pile of boulders there, so it is
something that I wanted to pursue, and they were saying that the plan was to pump
the water in there and discharge it into that pile of boulders. Is that correct? And
that might be a reasonable short term solution, but hopefully we look at the longer
term solution because pumping on a regular basis... we saw the cost go up $1,000,
right, so I would be interested in.. ‘

" Mr. Dela Cruz: When we are talking about the short term solution,
we are trying to... we have the hoses, we have the water pumps, it is just a matter
. of... once we had the okay from the Department of Health, then we tried looking
into an option where we could do this internally rather than contract that thing out
because it saves us, you know, $1,800 versus $13,000.

Mr. Bynum: Right, and I guess I am just suggesting that... is it
" our plan to leave a big pile of boulders in our beach park and is... because you are
mentioning other potential longer term solutlons that don’t involve pumping like
improving the pond.

Mr. Dela Cruz: Right, I mean, theA boulders in question is between
our County park and that adjacent property. Okay, I mean, but I don’t know the

situation about those boulders, but I can find out...

Mr. Bynum: I can follow up on that separately, but I believe

those boulders are on our property, yea?
Mr. Dela Cruz: - It is along that property line.
Mr. Bynum: - - " So the pond... the drainage pond that is behind this

parking lot, mauka, is actually lower than... I mean if that pond were empty, the
parking lot would drain into that pond, is that correct?

Mr. Dela Cruz: - That is correct.
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Mr. Bynum: So it is when that reaches capacity and it goes
beyond that, the parking lot floods?

Mr. Dela Cruz: That is correct and the discussions about increasing
capacity was to improve the... around the pond and then maybe put a type of sluice
gate or something, so once the pond fills up and it starts doing the reverse effect
where the water from the pond goes into the parking lot, a gate or something can be
closed and a sump is created on the outside, so that water can be pumped from the
sump into the pond in the event of non-flood warning issues. -

Mr. Bynum: - I appreciate you looking at all these issues, but I
would like to find out if that... the impact of flooding was discussed when the
parking lot was approved in the first place and whether there were any
recommendations about mitigating at that time. The other one, again, I am not an
engineer either, but the... and about whether the permeable paving... has that ever
been discussed? Once water gets on asphalt, it stays there until it evaporates
because it has no way to percolate, right? So I appreciate the report and the
thoroughness as usual of your reports, but I would like to find out about the
boulders and also what the original review of the... putting that parking lot in the
first place was. Thank you. :

Chair Asing: Councilmember Kaneshiro?

Mr. Kaneshiro: Thank you Mr. Chair. I think just for some
clarification, in the ‘80’s when Tony Kunimura was Mayor, they graded that area.
We used it as a graded parking lot and previously when the recent approval came
for the Wai‘ohai to do the Wai‘ohai, and so forth, one of the recommendations was to
go ahead and pave it. Have the Wai‘ohai pave the parking lot and I think since
then, we have seen some of these problems occur... you know, the flooding problems.
But previously, this was always a drainage area as long as I remember my days
down at Po‘ipu Beach, this was a drainage area for heavy rains. I know the intent
of the Mayor, at that time, was to grade more parking lots and unfortunately, now
we are facing this situation. But as Kylan has indicated, I think if we can
temporarily get this water pumped out of the parking lot and if we have
Department of Health approval, that would be the ideal way to go. So far, you
stated that we did have (inaudible) approval to... .

Mr. Dela Cruz: Correct, there was a verbal understanding by the
Department of Health as well as the Army Corp of Engineers, but we kind of want a
written confirmation on that. We are still pending confirmation.

Mr. Kaneshiro: So you may get written confirmation from that and
in the future, we take care of this more rapidly being that we will be using our own
pumps and so forth. I see the situation now because Aqua had to take the water
away to someplace else to dispose of, rather than going the route that we thought
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might be the way we can mitigate the efforts. So in the meantime, you know, I just
want to thank you guys for following up on this. I know we have had some
problems when we paved the road recently. There was some flooding going onto
Brennecke (inaudible)... where water was even going into the snack shop area, but 1
did run out a couple of minutes ago and I had a conversation with Donald Fujimoto,
and they are taking care of that situation, so I think we are movmg in the nght
direction. Thank you.

Chair Asing: Thank you. Councilmember Kawahara?

Ms. Kawahara: - Thank you Chair. I just wanted to thank you for
your guys response to that and I know it was right in the middle of the holidays. So
I had gotten a call from a constituent and after that call, you guys responded pretty
quickly, but you had already known the issue, so I think it was just-a reminder.
When you guys are working with Department of Public Works because I know you
don’t have the expertise and the engineers in Parks.

Mr. Dela Cruz: That is correct.

Ms. Kawahara: -~ Okay, and then the thing about the high
watermark, so you would go over the road and onto the ocean to the high
watermark... I mean into the park to the high watermark over here.

Mr. Dela Cruz: That is. correct. I vguess the feedback from
Department of Health to Public Works was that as long as the discharged ended
above the high Watermark it Would be okay in the event of a flood warning or
greater. : :

Ms. Kawahara: The quality of the water that was there in this
flood, does the Department of Health say what timeframe it is okay to pump it over
‘to this side or when the water gets smelly and stinky and not good, can you still...

Mr. Dela Cruz: It is during or immediately after the flood event.

Ms. Kawahara; Because I know there was an issue W1th the water
not being... you had to put it somewhere else.

Mr. Dela Cruz: You know, I know there are couple of reports about
_ odoriferous smells that came from this event here. You know, I was there just
about everyday during the time when Aqua... prior to Aqua pumping and during
the period of pumping, and after There was really no... any type of smells that
came out of that. o ’

Ms. Kawahara: Okay.
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Mr. Dela Cruz: "~ The water didn’t have time to stagnate to a point
where the... have that kind of odor.

Ms. Kawahara: Okay, thank you.

Chair Asing: Councilmember Bynum?

Mr. Bynum: Councilmember Kaneshiro prompted one more

question. Right across from the beach park entrance in the Brennecke’s parking lot,
there is a drain and are you familiar with that?

Mr. Dela Cruaz: Brennecke’s parking lot?

Mr. Bynum: | In Brennecke’s parking lot, there is a drain and is
that drain connected with the swale? Is that an operational drain? Do you know
about that?

Mr. Dela Cruz: I know that the restaurant had... pumps water out
on a daily basis. I am not sure what exact specific area to that is.

Mr. Bynum: If you come down the road and turn left like you are
going to go to Brenneckes right in the entrance of the parking lot, there is a big
drain. I was talking with the lifeguards out there and they said that there is often
ponding water there right over the top of that drain. Is that drain not operational?
It doesn’t go anywhere?

Mr. Dela Cruz: It is to my understanding that water may go down
to, you know, that open... the depressed area behind the parking lot or north of the
parking lot, and that eventually drains into the pond.

Mr. Bynum: Okay, thank you.
Chair Asing: - Any other questions? Councilmember Kawakami?
Mr. Kawakami: Thank you Kylan. You know, I understand as far

as a short term course of action that the Department of Health may allow us to
pump water into that high watermark, but I guess when you guys are going
through possible solutions to this problem, I do have reservations about pumping
that kind of standing water into the high watermark, and it just comes with being a
parent that brings his kids to the beach and seeing that they play in that high
watermark area. I know that the Department of Health will do their due diligence
in making these kinds of recommendations and approvals, but I would try to say if
we can find an alternative method of getting that water out versus pumping it to
the high watermark. I would be much more tuned to that recommendation.

Mr. Dela Cruz: We discussed that issue. That issue did come up in
our discussions, but, you know, the other alternative to that is to do what we did on
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“this past event where we had a designated area where it was approved by the -

Department of Health to discharge that Aqua Engineers had already established,
but it comes with a cost. That is one of the more costly ways of doing it, but that is
the alternative to not discharging it towards the ocean. That other alternative to
that is to, over time, it will eventually evaporate, percolate through the ground. And
in this case here, you know, we are aware about the New Years... there was a New
Year’s event that was taking place down there, and we were trying to meet that
timeline as well as address the health concerns there. You know, there are people
waiting in the parking lot looking for fish and stuff like that. So that is a health
concern that we needed to address, but this is a recurring problem. Who knows, we
may, have this same problem four (4) or five (5) times out of the year. So that is a
concern because of the issues with the cost of dealing with this over and over again.

Mr. Kawakami: With that being said, I guess I am happy that you
guys are working towards the long term action because that is where we are going
to find better alternatives and pumping it and moving it to a d1fferent place or
pumping into the high watermarks, so thank you.

Chair Asing: Any other questions? Councilmember Furfaro?

Mr. Furfaro: So I just kind of following up on Councilmember
Kawakami’s comment. So I hope you are encouraging the Administration in this
budget cycle to at least look at the potential of at least budgeting some money for
perhaps a design fee for an elevated parking lot as well as something that retains...
used as a retainage basin, so that we don’t have this seepage. You know, it is one of
our finest parks and I am not talking about budgeting the work, I am talking about
conceptually budgeting for a design, so that we can have something more specific as
to understanding the cost of a retention pond and semi-elevated parking lot for the
purpose keeping water from going out and having... so if you could convey that to
the Administration about a design fee, I would be much appreciated... it would be
much appreciative.

Chair-Asing:' i Thank you. | Any further discussion
Councilmembers? o ' ; o

Mr. Bynum: 1 don’t have questions.

Chair Asing: For Kylan first. Anything for. Kylan? I guess, Kylan,

my question is then, what are you going to be domg now? As of today, has
everything stopped?

Mr. Dela Cruz: Right now, there... the parking lot is clear of... it is
dry, so we don’t have a problem there right now. ‘ ’

Chair Asing: ' "~ So what happens now? Now the problem is gone.
We have no problem today, but is there a plan for the future?
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Mr. Dela Cruz: - We are still awaiting for the feedback from FEMA
as far as funding. We also... in the process of applying for the CDBG... it is a
Community Development Block Grant moneys to see if we can procure some water
pumps for our department to address this specific issue. So we are trying to look
into alternatives as far as what funding we can to address this on a short term as
well as trying to address it on a long term, but we need to come up with a plan. We
may be able to get funding through a designs, but, again, up to this point, I am not
sure as to what specific funding we are allowed to have or not, but we are... for the
short term, in the event of a rain, and there is, you know, from a flood warning or
greater will... we have worked the issue out with Public Works to acquire water
pumps to pump it to the high watermark.

Chair Asing: Thank you. With that, I would like to open it up to
the public for public comments. With that, Bruce please? Thank you Kylan.

Mr. Furfaro: Thank you Kylan. Thank the whole team for the
response. :

BRUCE PLEAS: Bruce Pleas for the record and also for the rest of

the meeting. For the record, Kaua‘i resident, and I am here testifying for myself. I
do not belong to any lobbying organization indirectly or directly or any organization.
So just a little background. This is something that I have... before the Kaua‘i
Historical Preservation Review Commission, the Planning Commission... eight (8)
years ago when the Wai‘ohai came through. I was totally against this on two (2)
aspects. One, this area is directly associated with the heiau and I presented this...
this was a fish pond before. This was a fish pond that you could take a canoe into. I
was against this from the beginning. I have the papers here if you want to get
copies of them. This is what I found out. This never should have been built there.
The whole area should have been restored and it would have been a prime beach
area and historical walk for Po‘ipu, a wonderful five (5) star area for our tourist and
for our kanakamaole to go to. But besides that, you need to move the parking area
to higher ground. That is one way to look at it. Restore the fish pond and the
historical sites. This whole area is just unreal. This has always been a pond since I
have been here in 1972. It has always been a pond whether it was dirt and back in
the ‘80’s when it was first graded out, they destroyed a whole lot of the fish pond
that was there... the existing walls and made it smaller into what you see now.

For pumping the water right now, that’s probably... it has been pumped
before and that is our best short term outlook. It would be nice to have the pumps,
County have them, so we can just run down there during the event and do them. As
for an above ground parking area, I have very grave reservations on that because
the water will pond underneath. We can get mosquitoes and it will also smell. If
you are going to do... spend money on redoing that parking area, it needs to be filled -
to above the height of where the picture was of the people in there on their bicycles,
fill it to that height, and then repave it, so it doesn’t flood, so it is always above the
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flood, and have the entrance come in from the top side, so the people don’t go down
into the bottom... they come into there and they have parking there. Also, that is
archaeologically acceptable to cover an area with fill if there are archaeological
remains underneath. That is a way to protect them. '

The problem is the amount of water that comes into that area from adjacent
areas all the way from across the street, from Wai‘ohai, from the whole area, it all
comes down into there. Before, when the fish pond was there, it would come down
and then it would go out in the ocean because there was a channel there. Let’s see.
Also, you have to revisit... if I could just have a minute and I will close up. We need
to revisit the warning status to be able to pump. That floods without a warning and
a warning is when your highest national weather service alerts. It will flood on a
watch, it will flood on a local thunder storm where there is no warning. It can flood
without a warning, so we have to look at that, so that we are able to pump. Another
place to pump to is to look at Wai‘ohai and see if they have any holding ponds or if
they have a use for that water right away for their irrigation and whether they have
water... not facilities, but water forms in there that they could use that water for at
the same time. And, also too, when we do pump, it has to be pumped immediately
and during the event. As soon as it starts going, the lifeguards have to call in, so
Public Works can get down there and start pumping as soon as it starts to flood and
during the event until it is over because then the water is the cleanest. Thank you.

Chair Asing: Thank you. Is there anyone else? Tessie?

TESSIE KINNAMAN: Good morning. For the record Tessie Kinnaman.

Mr. Furfaro: Good morning.
Chair Asing: - Good morning.
Ms. Kinnaman: | Born and raised here, life long, with the exception

of four (4) years and eight (8) months that I have lived off the island. I may take
more than three (3) minutes. The flooding concerns, the worst that I have ever seen
was in 2006 rains where the parking lot, the water was flooded up to the Po‘ipu
Beach rockwall... halfway up the wall. That was pretty major and over on Kuai
Road where Spingwater Kaulili’s house is across from Brennecke’s Beach, that area
was also flooded. I think contributors to the flooding since then aside from the
‘80’s... when the Marriott rebuilt the Wai‘ohai, the grade of the property was
higher, and they also... the County parking lot next to the Wai‘ohai, that was
already... sorry, they raised the parking lot area there also aside from paving it,
whereas, before it just used to be just the graded parking lot, lower than the
existing parking lot off of Hoowili Road and they refilled that area there. They made
it a little higher and then where the water used to drain towards the Wai‘ohai, that
was where a lot of the water went. So the water in the main parking lot dissipated
pretty fast aside from evaporation.
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And then another contributor, I think is the major drainage installations
that was done along side the mauka side of Po‘iptt Road when the... from Waikomo
Stream to Kipuka that was on the mauka side where all these developments were
starting to come in... the Kiahuna Mauka Partners and then just recently which
was approved was Village of Po‘ipu Development which is formerly Po‘ipt Lani.
The culverts and the drainage systems that they did put in really affects now, worst
than it used to because I need to show... in fact, let me read from the final
environmental impact statement from Village at Po‘ipu regarding this one area
directly across from Hoowili Road... storm drainage... the projects site can be
divided into four (4) drainage areas. Drainage area number 1 covers 50 acres
located between an abandoned railroad berm on Po‘ipii Road... runoff flows south
with a series of 566 corrugated metal culverts that cross Po‘ipu Road east of the
intersection with Hapa Road. Downstream of Po‘ipu Road, the runoff flows through
a gully on the Kiahuna Plantation property before flowing to the Wai‘ohai property
to the ocean. '

Drainage area number 2 is about 73.7 acres and is located east of drainage
area number 1 which is towards Weliweli Track. Runoff flows south toward the
intersection of Po‘ipi Road and Kipuka Street. A single 48 inch culvert crosses
Po‘iput Road in this area. The runoff will flow through the Po‘ipu Beach Park before
it reaches the ocean. There is also drainage 3, 4, and 5.

Chair Asing: Tessie, you want to finish up please?

Ms. Kinnaman: I would like to. And what happened is that the
drainage area between Hoowili Road and Kipuka Street on Po‘ipu Road... when
they did the major drainage there along Po‘ipi Road. There is one culvert that is
across the... it is the cultural theatre and that is what Village of Po‘ipu is going to
use in the future for their retention basin. It is higher than the heiau site...
Kanehoolouma (unknown Hawaiian name) heiau site. This picture here is the site.
Here is the ocean... oops, upside down, I am sorry. The ocean is here, the County
owns this... this is the Kanehoolouma heiau site and their retention basin, Village
of Po‘ipu retention basin is going to be up here. On top of that, the culvert is right
across from here and it will come under Po‘ipt Road. And all this drainage as you
well know, water runs from up... from higher ground to lower ground. So the long
term, I think, what should be done and I am not an engineer, but somewhere along
here, they should cut off the drainage, so the water does not go flow toward Po‘ipu
Beach Park. This is the heiau site. We had claimed it in 2006 before the rains and
it was beautiful. We had it all taken care of in this heiau area and we were
expanding cleaning up towards the... behind Brennecke’s restaurant. There is no
swale in there. This is the fish ponds and a loi and we are trying to restore this area
back here, so we can make it a cultural...

Chair Asing: Thank you Tessie.

Ms. Kinnaman: Thank you. Any questions?
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Chair Asing: Go ahead.

Mr. Bynum: Tessie, thank you for your testimony and thank you
for your efforts in that area. I just want to understand your testimony clearer.
What you are saying is that in your... from your view and from the EA that you
read, does that development mauka of Po‘ipii Road. Some of that is draining into
this area, so when they create streets and roads and (inaudible) surfaces where the

land can’t soak up the water... some of that water is draining into Po‘ipi Beach
Park?

Ms. Kinnaman: Definitely, because water will flow downstream and
not upstream. So I would think that instead of having more... like the culvert that
they put in there across from the heiau, they should retain more further up above
the property because the trust owns a lot of that property back there so they should
retain more there.

Mr. Bynum: When the water comes across Po‘ipu Road, I mean,
as far as I know, there is no natural outlet into the ocean.

Ms. Kinnaman: - There is no natural outlet.

Mr. Bynum: Okay, I want to make sure that I understood your
testimony. Thank you and it is very interesting.

Chair Asing: " Thank you.

Ms. Kin‘naman‘: | Can I say one quick thing?

Chair Asing: Can we have the next speaker please?

KEN TAYLOR: Chair and members of the Council, my name is Ken

Taylor. I always find it interesting that when man builds in a flood plain and then
it floods... sit back and scratch your head and wonder what they can do about
resolving problem. That is basically what we have here. Probably the only reason
there is no buildings in this particular area is that the law won’t allow you to build
in a flood plain. (Inaudible) for parking lots and so on, but my real concern is, the
future because I am afraid with all of the development that is being approved
upstream of this area and what I believe inadequate flood drainage activity in those
projects, this issue is going to get worse and worse and not better. If some activity
is going to take place down here, it certainly needs to consider what is happening
upstream of this particular area, but I really believe the answer to resolving this
problem is to address the problem further upstream, so that we minimize the issue
here, and by doing that, you have little or nothing to do here if you control the
problem further up, but it may already be too late because of approvals of projects
that didn’t, in my opinion, adequately address the issues. It is really sad because at
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some of the hearings, a number of the local people from out in that area raised the
issue over and over again at the Planning Department to deal with the flooding
problems. Instead of putting the concerns and the requirements of addressing these
problems on the backs of the developer, now the public is going to have to address
the issues and figure out where the money is going to come from to resolve the
problems. I think that is really a sad state of affairs and I hope that as time moves
forward that we can get issues in place that address these things when development
is taking place and not after the fact.

Chair Asing: Thank you. Glenn?

GLENN MICKENS: For the record, Glenn Mickens. Thank you Kaipo.
You know, it appears that Tessie and Bruce have done a tremendous amount of
homework in a solution to this problem, but where has Public Works been over the
years. As Daryl pointed out, the grading I guess started back when, in 1980’s you
said Daryl. It appears to be a grading problem, but why was (inaudible) it graded
properly then with the proper catch basins and stuff put in there. So now, you know,
as Ken just pointed out, we are sitting here debating this thing tossing $12,000
every time it floods down there in pumping. So, you know, with doing this, are we
just tossing money into it instead of getting the proper solution, Jay, as you pointed
out. FEMA or somebody is going to have to come up with the appropriate funding,
but why don’t we address it then? Let’s go after the solution with either FEMA or a
money bill or go into our $33 million surplus or whatever it takes... I know, it is
there, but it is what it says in the audit. It says that a $33 million surplus. Anyway,
I just think that we are not addressing this problem properly. Public Works should
have been the one over the years and they haven’t done it, but I think this is where
the problem lies. Thank you Kaipo.

Chair Asing: Thank you.

Mr. Furfaro: You know, they always say that hindsight is 20/20,
but if you recall, it was 2002 when this Council passed new standards for grading in
2002. Although there was a lot of other activity in the Po‘ipu area, I do want to
point out that another reference that the Public Works... in 1996, the State widened
Po‘ipi Road. The State put additional shoulders and so forth, so we have something
to refer to, but that was the purpose of me putting this on the agenda, so that we
could, at least, encourage the Administration with this upcoming budget process to
come up with some solutions, some design, and something that we can, you know,
perhaps pursue FEMA with, so you are right in that assessment.

Mr. Mickens: Well, I appreciate your putting it on the agenda to
see if we can get it addressed. It is something that goes on as you pointed out since
05 and it is like you said, if it was a State problem... the State did something
wrong, let’s find out who is responsible for...
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Mr. Furfaro: I didn’t say it was the State’s problem. I said the
State has plans because they widened that Po‘ipu area in ’96, so maybe there is
something that we can go back and take a look at. But as you know, this Council
cannot direct the Department Heads. We can only put it on for discussion purpose
with encouragement for them to budget for.

Mr. Mickens: . Sure.

| Mr. Furfaro: : Thank you Glenn.
w Mr. Mickens: Thank you Jay.
Chair Asing: "~ Thank you. Is there anyone else who wants to speak

- on this item? If not, I would like to call the meeting back to order.
The meeting was called back to order, and proceeded as follows:

Chair Asing: Is there any further discussion? Councilmember

Bynum?
Mr. Bynum: ‘ I think this was a very interesting discussion and I

appreciate Councilmember Furfaro putting it on the agenda. I also appreciate the
response from our Parks... our Deputy Director who is a very thoughtful guy and
thorough, and he is the Parks. The flooding there is part of... adjacent to our park
and his response seems appropriate and reasonable and breaking it into short term
and long term, but it is really bigger than a park issue apparently. I also appreciate
the people from Po‘ipii are very thoughtful about what occurs in their community
and kind of the wisdom that comes from being a resident of that place and
understanding it. You know, I will certainly want to look further into the EA that
Tessie was reading that said that we are going to drain... if I heard that correctly,
we are going to drain into this area and out into the ocean, but we know that there
is not an outlet to the ocean. So that doesn’t make a lot of sense to me and I guess I
would be concerned that we were bringing additional water mauka. But I also want
to rely on the expertise of our engineers and our Planning Department because, you
know, I have been paying attention to this stuff long enough to know that when you
harden landscape, it creates additional runoff in water, and fewer places for the
-nature to soak it up. You know, engineers and planners are supposed to look at all
of those issues and come up with mitigation efforts to see that ponding doesn’t
occur. :

This parking lot was, you know, used for parking before it was paved, but
before it is paved, the ground can soak up some of that water. 1 also heard
Ms. Kinnaman saying that some of the places that were low lying at Wai‘ohai in
the past that would have soaked up that water or retained it are now elevated and
increased that runoff if I understand her testimony correctly. Those are things that
we rely on engineers to look at when any new development occurs to make sure that

o




COUNCIL MEETING - 20 - February 11, 2009

the mitigation occurs, so that is why my earlier questions about, you know, was
there that kind of examination when we paved the parking lot to begin with. But
overall, this is good that we have it on the public agenda and we can listen to our
community and I appreciate Kylan’s response, but it looks like we need to
understand better because clearly when there is three (3) or four (4) feet of water
standing in a place that is intended for public use, something is not right about
that. If it reoccurs time and time again, so I really appreciate the short term
solutions and the response from the Parks Department, but I hope we continue as
the Chair has indicated to look at the longer term issues and the solutions that
don’t involve us pumping the water all over the (inaudible). Thank you very much.

Chair Asing: Councilmember Kaneshiro?

Mr. Kaneshiro: Just a short note. I know we had a speaker talk
about turning it back to a pond... to a fish pond, but part of the reason this was
done to turn it into.a temporary parking lot because as most of us that lived in that
area or used to frequent Po‘ipu Beach, knows that before we did that, there was a
lot of mosquitoes and the place used to smell a lot the way it was. So as part of a
proactive action, I think Mayor Kunimura’s time was to... because we were
devastated by Hurricane Iwa was to move ahead and try to resolve some of those
issues. I think at that time, tourism was very important to our island, you know,
hindsight, perhaps, we should have thought about all these reasons, but I just
wanted to mention that during that time, we were also hard hit and we were trying
to resolve some of the situations that were explained by the residents and also those
that frequent Po‘ipti Beach with the very... it was very smelly. Tessie knows, we all
know, and we have all surfed that beach a long time and we had a lot of problems
with mosquitoes. Again, we tried to do what we thought was best for the
community and, again, as I see how Kylan folks are moving ahead to resolve these
issues, I really want to thank them for stepping up to the plate and taking action
and hopefully in the future we will resolve this quickly and make it really available
for public use. Thank you.

Chair Asing: Thank you. Any further discussion? If not, can I
have a motion to receive?

Mr. Furfaro moved to receive C 2009-77 for the record, seconded by Mr. Chang, and
unanimously carried.

C 2009-78 Communication (01/21/2009) from the Executive Assistant,
Kaua‘i County Housing Agency, transmitting a resolution authorizing limited
exemption from Hawai‘i Revised Statutes Chapter 514B for Haoa Street Affordable
Housing Project (Kaua‘ Lagoons LLC) and to designate it as an experimental and
demonstration housing project pursuant to Section 46-15, H.R.S.:

Chair Asing: I am going to suspend the rules.
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There being no objections, the rules were suspended.

‘ : Chair Asing: " Glenn?

GLENN MICKENS: - Thank you Kaipo. For the record, Glenn Mickens.

I have no problem with this communication nor with Resolution No. 2009-29 which
this is part of. If my friend Ken Rainforth approves it, I am 100% for it. My only
question is and you people have all read the... I don’t know if you have or not, but in
today’s paper, somebody wrote an article about this project being put in this
particular place, that is my question mark. Who approves where this affordable
housing... I am certainly for affordable housing... all we can get on this island, we
need it badly. But who approved putting the project in that particular place. If you
read this girl... lady’s article, it was so pointed to the point. You have a place
jammed up there with two (2) traffic signals in Kapa‘a corridor and everything. So
we are sticking this thing in a place that is already turmoil, so, you know, who is
responsible for doing it? Who gives the permission for Kaua‘i Lagoons to be able to
say, hey, this is where we are going to stick the thing without taking a look at the
whole picture again, and deciding, hey, that is not the right place to stick this thing.
We have a problem now that it is going to take years probably to unsolve if ever. So
anyway, this is, again, I have no problem whatsoever with the reso with the
affordable housing that we do direly need on this island, but I do have a problem
with who pushes the button to say where the housing project is going.

Chair Asing: Thank you. Is there anyone else? |

The meeting was called back to order, and proceeded as follows:
‘Chair Asing: Canl hévé a motion to receive this item?
Mr. Furfaro moved to receive C 2009-78 for the record, seconded by Mr. Kaneshiro.
| Chair Asing: . Any discussion? Yeg, go ahead.

Mr. Furfaro: In an attempt since we are back in order to summarize :
some comments from Mr. Mickens. This particular item that we are dealing with is
for 31 units. This location which is always baffling for the Council because when we R l
put in the housing condition for the developer, he then either has to acquire or look
for land that is zoned appropriate. So that is the first criteria, they have to find
something that has the appropriate zoning. I think the article that Mr. Mickens

| was referencing was the piece that was in Kapa‘a. What is on the agenda is the

| , piece that is here that is in Lihu‘e. It is at an intersection that does have the

‘ appropriate signal lighting. It is in an area that perhaps will actually employ some

| resort workforce who can take advantage of actually walking to work. I also want to

point out that for families in this particular area, it is a very attractive piece 1
because it will be close to walking exercise facilities as well as bus lines. But it was

B o
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a reasonable question Glenn and I just want to make sure that the criteria because
the dilemma is then, you want to find a place for residential housing and it might be
something that is far away, but it is not zoned and all that we are hearing from
planners now is to try and keep family sites close to intersections, crosswalks, close
to medical facilities, close to centers of employment, and so forth. I don’t have all the
answers for you Glenn, but I wanted to attempt to answer that. Thank you Mr.
Chair. '

Chair Asing: Any further discussion? If not, go ahead.

Ms. Kawahara: I had that same question and my understanding is the
same as Councilmember Furfaro’s... that was the property that this developer had
and that is where they could put it, and that is what they did. In the future, we are
hoping or I am hoping that we will be able to enact some kind of more smart growth
type of ordinances where we do have a certain distance from the work place that
these housing can go to, so that it is walkable and attractive, so it is not far away
where they have to go... get out, go over the bridge, and go all the way back to
Lihu‘e to work. Hopefully, we will be able to do something like that, so thanks.

Chair Asing: Any further discussion? If not, one comment. Easy
question to answer. This Council did it. We decided that we are going to have
affordable housing there and I am proud of it. I think that is the area for it, so
there are two (2) things that was done on that particular development. One was the
development that is happening in Kapa‘a right now. That is one portion of... the
second portion is at the Kaua‘i Lagoons, beautiful, beautiful, beautiful... ideal,
walking... you can walk to work and that is the reason it is there, so I don’t know
what the problem is. It is ideal, it is fine, it is great. I am proud that this Council
did that, so with that, any further discussion? If not, all those in favor say aye?

The motion to receive C 20009-78 for the recbrd was then put, and unanimoﬁsly
carried.

Chair Asing: Next item please?

" Mr. Pasion: . The next item 1is communication for receipt.
Communication C 2009-79.

C 2009-79 Communication (01/26/2009) from the Director of Personnel,
transmitting for Council information, the second quarter report (October-December
2008) relative to vacancies, established positions, new hires, reallocations, and
promotions: Mr. Kaneshiro moved to receive C 2009-79 for the record, seconded by
Mr. Chang, and unanimously carried.

Chair Asing: Next item please?

Mr. Pasion: The next item is communication C 2009-62.
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C 2009-62 Communication (01/15/2009) from Council Vice Chair Jay
Furfaro, requesting that the Administration be present to give an update on the
County’s efforts to address the hazardous conditions at Queen’s Bath and the path
easement:

Chair Asing: Let’s take a five (5) minute break. You want to take
the caption break? Okay. We are in caption break, 10 minutes, thank you.

There being no objections, the Chair called for a recess at 10:31 a.m. The meeting
was called back to order, and proceeded as follows:

Chair Asing: - Can we have the next item please?
Mr. Pasion: Communication C 2009-62.

C 2009-62 Communication (01/15/2009) from Council Vice Chair Jay
Furfaro, requesting that the Administration be present to give an update on the
County’s efforts to address the hazardous conditions at Queen’s Bath and the path
easement:

Chair Asing: With that, I would like to suspend the rules.
There being no objections, the rules were suspended.

Chair Asing: We have the Administration present. With that,
Beth and Chief, good morning.

ROBERT WESTERMAN, FIRE CHIEF: Bob Westerman, Fire Chief.

BETH TOKIOKA, EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT TO THE MAYOR: Beth
Tokioka, Executive Assistant to the Mayor.

Chief Westerman: We are going to kind of do a tag team on this. I am
going to go through the first part of the presentation which is pretty much about
what we have done staffing wise and a little bit about basics about the program and
some statistics. Ms. Tokioka is then going through the educational aspects on what
we have done over the last several years in the educational part of our program to
try and promote... promote safe tourism, but, you know, promote the safety aspects
and the dangers to educate the public about the dangers of the beaches. So if you
want, we can go right into the presentation. I think I got this right.

Chair Asing: Hang on little while.

Chief Westerman: You've probably seen this one several times. It is
almost always in my budget presentation, but this is an up to date from 1970 to
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present drowning visitors and residents count. As you can, about 36% are Kaua'i
residents and 53% are Hawai‘i residents in our current drowning statistics since
1970, and that equates to about 230 visitors and 132 residents. This is a quick
history basically of the drowning statistics and kind of interesting facts on the
increase in staff levels. I only went back to 2001. We do have a good bit of these
stats back to 1970 and we don’t have all of the rescue statistics back prior to 2003.
So just roughly in 2004, we had an increase in our staff thanks to the
Administration and Council. We had 8 guard towers with 4 drownings at guarded
beaches and 8 drownings at unguarded beaches. We had 286 rescues and, again,
without reading the whole slide as we went up in 2005, we increased staff levels
again, 2006, we increased staff levels again. In 2007, we increased staff levels
again, and in 2008, we increased staff levels. You will see a little discrepancy in
that... later on, on other slides, it shows 45, but that includes the 4 guards that we
have courtesy of the State now this year at Ke@.

And the guard towers, of course, have increased again thanks to the
Administration and to the Council. Statistically, our unguarded... our guarded
beaches, the drownings are very low, so that goes to show you that having a guard
on the beach makes the difference, but that doesn’t mean that people don’t drown at
our guarded beaches. They still drown at our guarded beaches and in some cases,
even if we are not there, their statistic is counted as having drowned at a guarded
beach. It is just... I hate to say, but it is ironic that those beaches... it almost seems
like that drowning comes at 5:30 to 6:00 when the staff has just left, and was called
back to the beaches. It is terrible that we have to look at those kinds of statistics.
But then as you can see, this last year in particular, we had a particularly bad year
which was one less than our highest in 1970 where we had 15 drownings total.

The good news is all the rescues. All those rescues could have equated to
drownings and those are actual rescues documented by the Water Safety Officers
whether it be on their boards or on jet skis or whatever fashion that we were able to
perform the rescue. Again, this is just a big slide that just shows you that is the
drowning every year... up and down, up and down, up and down. What this does is
kind of show you that same statistic of the drowning trend and then when some
things might or might not have happened. It also shows the visitor count, so as you
look at the trends, you might think that it trended the more visitors, the drowning
which you would expect that to happen. But there for a while we were very
successful in the mid 80’s there... 90’s to a very low or very successful for having the
low drowning rates. You know, we really don’t have enough statistics to say, why.
We absolutely don’t have enough statistics to say. Again, you know, one of my
budget slides is that we have 113 miles of coastline and of course the island is 550
square miles, but with our population, our visitor’s count, we do get a lot of people
on the beaches, and that will reflect in a slide in the future. Now we do have the 45
full time... of course, 4 of those are State funded versus 27, 5 years ago. We now
have the 10 towers and the 6 rescue jet ski with 7 lifeguard trucks and 5 ATV’s and
I will talk a little bit about that... about how we are trying to change some trends to
try to maybe do something better and better serve the community.
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You know, here is really some of the big statistics right here. That is our
(inaudible) counts... that is a lot of people on the beach. 1,442,381 is the previous
year and it was a little bit higher even though our tourism rate was up a little bit. I
would say that the count is a little subjective, but the count is subjective every
single year by the same folks. So if it is an error, it is an error every year, but this
statistic is pretty much backed by HTA who did a study about Keé® Beach and
Ha‘ena Beach, and our statistics for those particular beaches are pretty close to a
survey done by another group.

_ Preventive actions, those are actually having the guard physically at the
beach. That is one of the best things that we can do is have a guard at the beach
and that is them going up and talking to someone that has a boogie board in their
hand and they are headed out, and they don’t know that they are getting ready to
walk right into the rip. So they walk over to them, talk story with them, and say,
you know, maybe this isn’t the side of the beach you should be on today. Kealia is a
good example of that. Maybe you should go way over on the North end of the beach
and play with your boogie board with your family. And even warning surfers, but,
you know, surfers will be surfers and they want the bigger waves anyway. But,
again, those that have just gotten their surf lesson might think that it is okay for
them, and those preventive actions could turn into a drowning, it could turn into a
rescue, it could not... but that is how many times we physically stop somebody and
talk to them about the dangers out there. Again, how many rescues we actually do
through the year and 40% of those were done with a rescue.

This was a change last year that we proposed and thanks to the Council and
the Administration we got budgeted... breaking the districts into 3, so that we can
assign a jet ski and a supervisor to each of the 3 districts, so they could then more
readily on any given day based on conditions, reassign people, or jet skis to that
district. To be a little bit more responsive on the daily difference in the beaches.
Just some highlights of what our Water Safety Officers do, so this is the education
that we give our Water Safety Officers to make them better prepared to do their job.
The education that we really want to talk about today, Beth is going to discuss that
on how we educate the public. We talked about changing the trucks and the ATVs
and this is one of the things that we are trying to do to improve that. This is the
new RTVs that we are purchasing and in hopes of... in the future, we will replace
the trucks completely with this vehicle. It does 2 things. One, it makes them more
readily available to respond anywhere on the beach a lot more quickly. You notice
they have their board on top and they have their medical kit, and everything inside
this. Also, what it does is we talked about the drownings just before and just after
closing earlier. By having this positioned at the beach already and some of them we
have storage areas at the beach and some we are proposing to build small storage
areas at the parks to store this equipment.

The lifeguards can show up at 9:00 o’clock in the morning and have
everything they need on the job immediately. In some cases right now, our guard
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shows up, opens up the tower... he might have his fins and his rescue buoy, but he
might not have a board or a jet ski because that is coming from another guard who
is reporting to work at 9 o’clock at a Fire station where everything is stored and it is
9:30 before, or 9:45 before they get to the tower with all the extra equipment. So
this is what we are doing to get it all there and have it there already. In the
inverse, that vehicle equipment must leave early, so we are not paying overtime for
them to get that back, get it washed, get it in the station, and then one driver would
stay around and hold the tower open until 5 o’clock and then immediately there and
go home. So we are trying to make that their duty station. The other side of this is
because we are on the beach, you know, they take a lot of abuse and they don’t last
as long, and even the trucks don’t last as long. But if I have to replace this every 2
years at $15,000 versus replacing a truck every 2 years at $45,000, it is a significant
savings. :

And then, again, you know, we go out and we talk story with all our districts
and all of our Water Safety Officers and talk about what is happening and ask them
for ways to improve service, and that is just an example of what this is. This is just
an example of the jet ski and the community helping us to support us again.

Mr. Bynum: Is this in Hanalei?

Chief Westerman: This is in Hanalei, yes. @ You know, one of the
things that is a good educational component and has proven to be successful on
several occasions... not only do we provide a good drug free training environment
for the youth in the summer time, several of our junior lifeguards are actually...
Water Safety Officers with us now, and several has saved lives right after attending
the junior lifeguard program. So this is one of the best things that we think we can
do. I mean this just educates more and more of our public about the hazards
because they get that kind of training when they attend this. And a couple of
hundred a year, it doesn’t take long in 5 or 10 years to train another 1,000 local
residents about the hazards of the beaches on Kaua‘i and hopefully they interact
with public when they see them. If they are out surfing, there is no doubt in my
mind that there are plenty of rescues that have happened with local surfers saving
people. So that is kind of the basics of our programs and now we have a lot in our
educational partnerships and I will let Beth go into that.

Ms. Tokioka: Thank you Chief. And this is such an important
part of it because at the County level, we have done so much. The program that the
Chief is talking about is such an excellent program, but our efforts have really been
expanded a thousand fold by the help of our partners out in the community. This is
a list of just a few of the major partners that we have been working with in order to
educate the public before they get to the beach and hopefully prevent more
drownings. I just wanted to point out a few individuals who have been really, really
key in this effort. One is Pat Durkin who is with the Kaua‘i Ocean Rescue Council
who has helped us tremendously with a large educational piece that I will be
talking about a little later. Winston Wellborn with Wasabi Marketing has helped




COUNCIL MEETING -27- ~ | February 11, 2009

us create unbelievable educational resources online and in print. Sue Kanoho from
the Kaua‘i Visitors Bureau is there for funding and whatever else is needed and my
personal hero is Dr. Monty Downs who I think is here today. Dr. Downs was going
to try to be here today, but he is just the little engine that keeps us all going. I think
he has such a passion for this and Dr. Downs is an emergency room doctor, feels it
first hand when he sees victims and their families come in, but he is out there
personally hanging banners and handing out brochures and designing all kinds of
pieces and, you know, just really is extraordinarily committed to the effort. So we
have a lot of help and we couldn’t do this without all of the partners.

Okay, first of ali, I want to go through some of the educational pieces that we
have tried to use in order to get good information to the hands of visitors and
residents. First of all, probably our centerpiece and the longest running pieces are

our ocean safety brochure which was created in 1999. We print 100, 000 of these
every year and they are distributed via the County’s Office of Economic

Development. The guide was designed originally by Pat Durkin and some partners
and Winston Wellborn in recent years has helped us to update it and make it all
little bit more readable. We, last year, started asking the Hawai‘i Hotel & Lodging
- Association to help us with that cost and they have pitched in, this year, $10,000
toward the cost of printing and distributing those brochures. We also were able to
create a website with the help of Winston Wellborn that was created in 2002 that
was assisted through a grant from the Office of Economic Development and really is
helping us to get to folks via the web, and we have some statistics that show us that
is a great way to reach people. Since that original website which focuses primarily
on ocean safety, we have been able to work with Winston to include hiking, safety
information, and other good information for visitors before they get here.

This is a shot of the website and this is the home page on the beach safety
portion. It is just an amazing resource and if Winston was doing this to make
money, he would have-gone out of business a long time ago. His heart goes into this
very much so. It is really the centerpiece of what he has done and so committed to
it, but it is a very, very important resource for us, this web page which talks about
the various beaches, gives you information on riptides, and all kinds of great
information. After launching the website, this group got together and we are
always talking about what more we can do and Winston wanted to launch a daily
ocean report that would give real time information every single day that we could
make available via the web, and any other way that we possibly could to get into the
hands of concierges and people staying in hotels and such. So through, again, this
partnership, we were able to create the Kaua‘l Ocean report which is available on
the website and he also e-mails this out everyday as wide as he can to as many
visitor industry businesses as he can to... it is an amazing partnership... I think the
lifeguards every morning takes some conditions and call them in and the National
weather services call them in, and they update this. It is fresh everyday and if need
be, if conditions change, he will even update it throughout the day, so it is an
incredible tool that we have been able to put into our (inaudible).
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Other educational pieces that we have worked with the airport because
baggage claim, obviously, is a place where pretty much every visitor comes through
trying to increase education in that area of great opportunity. We, of course, have
our brochures out in the racks there. We have, at times, had a safety video in place.
It has been displaced during reconstruction of those baggage claim areas, but we
are hoping to get a video back up out there. And then this is a banner that was
created... you can see Dr. Downs there with the banner that was created and placed
up in that baggage claim area.

The WAVE program (Water Awareness Visitor Education). This is Pat
Durkin’s baby. We helped him, again, with a grant from one of our HTA programs
and it was designed to help educate visitors through our front line employees. The
thought was that we could do a better job... probably our concierges really are not
that aware of maybe even which beaches are guarded... not aware of which beaches
are most safe, where they should ask people to stay away from, so created a training
tool... about a 30 minute training program and has offered it to visitor industry
businesses. He has done... let’s see if I can get my statistics here. He has done an
incredible job in the last two (2) years of getting this information out to so many of
our businesses. You can see here in 2007, he did trainings at each of these places
and then in 2008, he has continued this effort. You can see down there at the
bottom, total presentations that he has done... 25 presentations, about 550
attendees, and about 80 companies and organizations. And we really thank the
businesses that are listed here too because many of them... like, for example, the
Hyatt on the southshore, they hosted... they have hosted trainings for other
businesses on the southshore, so they will open up their doors to allow other
businesses to bring their employees in. So it has been a really wonderful piece of
this educational partnership and we hope to help Pat keep this going. :

Part of what Pat did in his first year was that he just went out to the beach
and started surveying people at the beach and trying to get a sense of how our
educational efforts were working. This is one of the key questions that he asked
and that was what was the best way to get safety information to you, and you can
see there that resort staff is a huge part of that, 40% of the people said that they
are... they would obviously like to get that information and looking to access that
information from the resort staff, but the web came up very high as well.
Guidebooks also are a source of information, but at least in this limited survey was
not as much as resort staff and web. So that tells us that our WAVE program is on
the mark. You know, it is a very important part of what we are doing and also,
again, our web resources and I guess finding more and more ways that we can
connect visitors with those resources before they get here and after they get here.
Other things that have happened, print advertising... we have actually help pay for
ads in some really key visitor guides, but Winston Wellborn especially has been
very good at getting many of our more popular publications to run these ads for free.
So now we are pretty much asking publications to do this as a public service and
you can see there that we've got some visibility and some very, very important
publications that touch many, many visitors. We continue that effort in trying to get




